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General English

a.

In the school year of 2020-2021, both teachers and students in Hong Kong have encountered a great
deal of difficulty and changes in learning and teaching. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, face-to-face
classes have been suspended for almost a year. In light of the long period of face-to-face class
suspension, many of the objectives in the annual plan could not or could only be partly achieved and
most of the strategies need to be continued next school year.

In order to strengthen reading across the curriculum, a Space Town unit had been matched with a
theme-related module in General Studies in P.1, P.2, and two units of P.3 are matched with GS and IT
Project Learning respectively in the second term. As the school had joined eRead scheme, more
readers, including library books and e-books, were provided in the first term. As students have more
exposure to the thematic vocabulary and content for the selected themes in both subjects, they can
have more ideas for their writing. Since the face-to-face class suspension, the experiment of General
Studies and Scratch Junior are cancelled. The evaluation of this part could not be conducted this year.
However, positive feedbacks were received from teachers. All of the teachers agree that the strategy
helps students build the link between the knowledge learnt from both subjects.

In respect of the reading programme in KS2, all levels have conducted the reading programme once a
year but the teaching resources have to be improved to cater for learning diversity as ability grouping
has been conducted in these two years. The reading programmes need to be refined to cater for
learner diversity in different ability groups in the next year. Various reading activities were conducted
in collaboration with the librarian teacher this year, including the reading award scheme and Good
Book Sharing activity for P.4 to P.6, as well as book recommendation by English teachers which were
video-taped and uploaded to Google Classroom or shared in the class teacher period. However, only
two video clips of Good Book Sharing were made this year which is not satisfactory for us.

In respect of the second objective which is to foster students’ skills in self-directed learning,
learning resources have been uploaded to Google Classroom for each module to enhance flipped
classroom in green groups in KS2. As the implementation of blended learning, our teachers have been
more experienced with the use of Google Classroom and other e-learning tools in daily teaching. It
creates the opportunity for fostering students’ self-directed learning using these e-learning platforms
or tools.

For facilitating the use of graphic organizers, 80% teachers have designed at least two self-learning
tasks involving the use of graphic organizers for their class. Among these teachers, all agree that the
graphic organizers help foster students” self-directed learning skills. Teachers often used the graphic
organizers as self-learning tasks or pre-writing tasks. However, the variety of graphic organizers is
still quite limited. In the coming year, we are planning that students’ study skills will be enhanced
with a focus on high-order thinking skills by making good use of graphic organizers and thinking
tools such as KWL charts, Venn diagrams, timelines, tree diagrams and flow charts in different
grades.

In conclusion, the long period of face-to-face class suspension and the blended teaching has halted
the implementation of some of the planned measures in the annual plan so they will be carried out
next school year. This year two part-time NET are employed to provide speaking training for KS2
students. Teachers reviewed that the arrangement is very helpful to help students develop their
speaking skills and increase their opportunities to interact with native English speakers. To increase
students’ confidence in speaking English will be one of the main foci in our plan next year.
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